
   
SOAR Protocol for Analyzing Literary Texts 

 
Introduction:  For this task, you will continue reading literary texts.  As you read these texts, you are 
expected to follow the protocol listed below.  You will read each text at least 3 times.  For each text, 
fill out the corresponding worksheet to document your close reading. 
 
Close Reading Protocol:  
 
 

1. Reading #1: Skim to set an objective 
 
• Read through the entire text quickly to get an idea of what it is about. It is not important that you 
understand all of the details.   DO NOT ANNOTATE THE TEXT THIS TIME. 
 
• Set an objective and write it in down.  Your objective should be written in the form of a question 
that you believe you can answer from reading the text in more depth. 
 
 
 
2. Reading #2: Actively Annotate  
 
• Read through the entire text again and annotate using the following codes: 
  
 - Underline important information (i.e., literary devices in the poem) 
 - Circle words you do not know 
 - Put a question mark (?) next to things you do not understand 
 - Squiggly underline beautiful sentences that you would want to imitate in your writing 
  
   Write at least 5 of your annotations in the document that you will turn in.  
 
• In this reading you need to understand the details of the reading 
 

a. Find the definition of any words that you circled, and write down the definition.  Also write 
the definition in your own words. 
 
b. Write any questions or paraphrase important information.  You should have at least 5 
questions and/or paraphrases. If needed, consult the questions at the end of each poem.   
 

 
 
 
3. Reading #3: Review and Reflect 
 
• Use the text to answer the questions you have posed.  
 
• Write all of your answers in complete sentences. 
 

 


