WCCS Writing Rubric 
	Writing Components
	Exemplary (5)


	Proficient (4)
	Sufficient (3)
	Developing (2)
	Inadequate (1)

	Focus/Purpose/
Thesis
	Insightfully develops a point of view/perspective/position on the issue and demonstrates a strong awareness of audience or purpose; presents a clear, original thesis.
	Develops a point of view/perspective/position on the issue and demonstrates an awareness of audience and purpose; includes a clear thesis. 

	Implies a point of view/perspective/position on the issue and demonstrates limited awareness of audience and purpose; thesis is partially unclear. 

	May imply a point of view/perspective/position on the issue but with little or no awareness of audience and purpose; thesis is attempted but unclear.  
	View/perspective/position unclear; thesis is missing. 

	Idea and Content Development
	Evidence is substantial, specific and/or illustrative with sophisticated ideas that are particularly well developed and supported.
	Evidence is sufficient and consistent with ideas that are well developed and supported.

	Evidence is adequate to explain some key concepts, but lacks sufficient supporting details.

	Contains little evidence to support ideas; some development of ideas is attempted. 
	Attempt at development and supporting evidence are not clear. 

	Organization
	Organization is purposeful, logical and coherent, making insightful connections among ideas. 


	Organization is logical and coherent, making connections among ideas.

	Organization is limited, demonstrating problems with coherence or progression of ideas. 


	Organization is so limited that the piece is difficult to understand. Arrangement of ideas is attempted. 
	Organization is missing, making the piece impossible to understand.  The arrangement of ideas is unclear or illogical. 

	Language and Style


	Exhibits skillful use of language, insightful vocabulary, and variety in sentence structure.
 
	Exhibits adequate use of language, appropriate vocabulary, and some variety in sentence structure. 


	Use of language is inconsistent, with limited vocabulary and some variety in sentence structure. 
	Use of language and vocabulary is limited; demonstrates some attempt at varied sentence structure. 
	Language and vocabulary are widely incorrect, vague, or incorrect; little or no variation in sentence structure. 

	Conventions (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, usage)
	Demonstrates mastery of mechanics; enhances reader’s understanding of the writer’s purpose; few, if any, errors, present.

	Shows control of mechanics but displays occasional errors that do not interfere with readability.
	Repeated errors in mechanics sometimes interfere with the writer’s purpose.
	Errors in mechanics are so prevalent that the piece is difficult to understand.
	Errors in mechanics make reading impossible.  
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